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LONDON FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, MOPS, LE, SY, IS, UNSC 

REF: A) STATE 180797; B) BEIRUT 3998; C) BEIRUT 3966 

1 . THE MOST INTERESTING POINT SHIFIL POLITICAL ADVISOR AIME 
HAD TO MAKE DURING LUNCH JULY 17 WAS THAT NEITHER THE 
ISRAELIS NOR THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT NOR THE CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA LEADERS WANTED LEBANESE ARMED FORCES SENT TO THE 
SOUTH AT THIS PARTICULAR JUNCTURE. THE UN ALSO HAD 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT SUCH A MOVE.AIME SAID. FOR ONE THING 
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAD MADE CLEAR THAT UNIFIL AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER WOULD HAVE TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 
TO ANY LEBANESE ARMY UNITS SENT SOUTH. FOR ANOTHER, ONCE 
LEBANESE ARMED FORCES WERE IN THE SOUTH THE SYRIANS WOULD 
BEGIN PUSHING FOR THEM TO TAKE OVER CHRISTINA-CONTROLLED 
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AREAS AND CLOSE THE "GOOD FENCE." WHILE ADMITTING THAT 
LEBANESE ARMED FORCES WOULD HAVE SOME SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE 
IN PORTRAYING AN IMAGE OF GREATER LEBANESE GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITY IN THE SOUTH, AIME THOUGH THEY COULD ALSO 
COMPLICATE UNIFIL'S RELATIONS WITH THE CHRISTIAN ENCLAVES 
WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS DEVELOPING IN A POSITIVE MANNER. 

THEY ARE BEGINNING TO THINK OF US AS A BUFFER BETWEEN THEM 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


AND THE SYRIANS AND PALESTINIANS RATHER THAN A SYRO- 
PALESTINIAN INSTRUMENT FOR DESTROYING THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
OF ACTION, AIME SAID. HE ALSO OPINED THAT NEITHER 
THE CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN THE SOUTH NOR THE ISRAELIS WOULD 
PERMIT LEBANESE FORCES IN THE SOUTH UNLESS IT WAS FIRMLY 
UNDERSTOOD THEY WOULD NOT ENTER CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED AREAS. 
HE THOUGHT A SMALL NUMBER OF LEBANESE FORCES, ABOUT 150, 

MIGHT BE ABLE TO BE STATIONED ALONG THE TYRE-TAIBE 
AXIS, WELL NORTH OF CHRISTIAN MILITIA LINES. 

2. AIME SAID THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR ANYONE WHO HAD 
NOT VISITED THE SOUTH RECENTLY TO REALIZE HOW COMPLETE 
ISRAELI CONTROL OF THE BUFFER ZONE WAS. THERE WAS REGULAR 
CONSULTATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND 
CHRISTIANS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE LINE AND THE MANY NEW 
NORTH/SOUTH PAVED ROADS WHICH THE ISRAELIS HAD BUILT 
DURING THEIR RECENT OCCUPATION PERMITTED IMMEDIATE AND 
UNIMPEDED ISRAELI ACCESS TO SOUTH LEBANESE VILLAGES. 

3. AIME SAID UNIFIL WOULD CONTINUE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH 
ALL SIDES AND PARTIES INVOLVED IN SOUTH LEBANON 

BUT IN HIS VIEW NOTHING FURTHER COULD BE DONE IN 
IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSC RES 425 UNTIL THE CRISIS BETWEEN 
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT AND THE CHRISTIAN MILITIA LEADERS 
WAS RESOLVED. 
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4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH AIME WAS SPEAKING INFORMALLY IN 
CONTEXT OF LONG-STANDING PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP WITH CHARGE 
HIS VIEWS MAY BE MORE ACCURATE REFLECTION OF TRUE UN 
THINKING THAN WE WILL HEAR OFFICIALLY. IN THIS CASE, IT 

MAY BE TURN A) THAT SYRIANS AND USG ARE ONLY PARTIES 
INTERESTED IN IMMEDIATE DEPLOYMENT OF LEBANESE ARMY UNITS 
TO SOUTH; AND B) THAT THE PRICE DEMANDED BY ISRAEL (PRIOR 
FIRM AGREEMENT WITH GOI TO KEEP OUT OF CHRISTIAN ZONES) 

WILL BE HUMILIATING TO GOL AND WILL MEAN IN PRACTICAL 
TERMS THAT NO REAL EXTENSION OF LEBANESE AUTHORITY RESULTS. 

IN OTHER WORDS, INTRODUCTION OF LEBANESE ARMY UNITS INTO 
SOUTH MAY WELL PROVE MORE COMPLICATED AND LESS BENEFICIAL 
THAN DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY FORESEES. 
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